188             EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY

larger waterfalls in the southern part of the country. The electro-chemi-
cal industries today use nearly half the total water power developed in
Norway, and are steadily increasing in importance. The electro-metal-
lurgical industries are also becoming more important. In one of these,
the manufacture of aluminum, Norway ranks fourth among the Euro-
pean powers.

COMMERCE AND TRANSPORTATION

The long irregular coast line, the many fine harbors, the difficulty
of land transportation, and the experience in navigation gained in the

This mountain road in western Norway illustrates something of the difficulties of
transportatioa in that rugged region. (Courtesy of the Norwegian Government Rail-
ways.)

fishing industry, caused the Norwegians to take an early interest in
maritime commerce. Shortly after the beginning of the Christian Era,
ships from this region were trading with the Romans, and they even
secured trade from the Caliph of Bagdad. Later the Vikings sailed, to
trade or fight, as far south as the Mediterranean, and westward, by
way of Iceland and Greenland, to the shores of America. As the popu-
lation increased it became necessary to import foods and many other
products, and to send out exports in exchange. Thus the interest in